The etiology of dental caries has been in the past, and is still the subject of much thought in dental literature, and of much discussion in the various societies throughout the country.
The subject is one that demands and is receiving the attention of the most scientific men in the profession, and the least I could hope for or the most that I can expect to accomplish, is to comply with the programme as prepared by the Executive Committee (without consulting the author) and bring this question before the society for discussion. In view of the fact that this subject has already received so much attention, would it not be well at this point to consider a few reasons why this question has so long remained unsettled ?
In the first place it must be borne in mind that there are comparatively few men who are competent for scientific investigation.
As 
